Pandemic uropathogenic fluoroquinolone-resistant Escherichia coli have enhanced ability to persist in the gut and cause bacteriuria in healthy women.
We report that fluoroquinolone resistant Escherichia coli are found in feces of 8.8% healthy adult women, with most bacteria belonging to pandemic multi-drug resistant ST131-H30R or ST1193 clonal groups. Moreover, these highly uropathogenic clonal groups demonstrate an especially prolonged gut persistence and high rate of bacteriuria without documented UTI.